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DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

Offk*  of  tho  Socrotory 

FLOODPLAIN  MANAGEMENT  AND 
PtOTECnON 

Propotod  Peliciot  and  Precodwros 

AGENCY:  Department  of  Transporta¬ 
tion. 

ACTION:  Request  for  public  com¬ 
ment. 

SUMMARY:  The  Department  of 
Transportation  herewith  publishes  for 
public  comment  its  proposed  policies 
and  procedures  on  protection  and 
management  of  floodplains.  The  pro¬ 
posal  implements  both  Executive 
Order  11988,  “Floodplain  Manage¬ 
ment”  (May  24,  1977),  and  the  guide¬ 
lines  for  iinplementing  the  Executive 
Order  issued  by  the  Water  Resources 
Council  on  January  25, 1978. 

DATE:  Comment  closing  date:  July  24, 
1978. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be 
sent  to  Docket  Clerk,  OST  Pile  No.  60, 
Office  of  the  General  Counsel,  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20590.  All  comments  received 
will  be  available  for  public  inspection 
and  copying  in  the  Office  of  Regula¬ 
tion  and  Enforcement,  Room  10100, 
Department  of  Transportation  Head¬ 
quarters  (Nassif)  Building,  400  Sev¬ 
enth  Street  SW.,  Washington,  D.C., 
between  the  hours  of  9:00  AM  and  5:30 
PM  local  time,  Monday  through 
Friday  except  Federal  holidays. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Robert  Thurber,  Office  of  Environ¬ 
ment  and  Safety,  202-426-4396. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  NPORMATION: 
The  objective  of  Executive  Order 
11988  is  to  avoid  adverse  impacts  due 
to  occupancy  and  alteration  of  flood- 
plains,  which  are  lowland  areas  adjoin¬ 
ing  inland  and  coastal  waters,  includ¬ 
ing  flood-prone  areas  of  offshore  is¬ 
lands.  The  Executive  Order  applies  to 
all  relevant  Federal  actions  and  to  all 
floodplains.  It  requires  agencies  to 
avoid  impacting  the  base  floodplain 
(the  area  which  would  be  inundated 
by  a  100- year  flood)  unless  that  loca¬ 
tion  is  the  only  practicable  alternative. 
In  such  circumstances,  every  effort 
must  be  made  to  minimize  the  poten¬ 
tial  risks  to  human  safety  and  to  prop¬ 
erty  and  to  minimize  negative  effects 
on  natural  and  beneficial  floodplain 
values. 

The  Executive  Order  specifically  re¬ 
quires  Federal  agencies  to  issue  proce¬ 
dures  to  accomplish  these  goals  as  well 
as  to  ensure  that  the  public  is  properly 
informed  regarding  floodplain-related 
plans  and  proposals.  The  proposed  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation  proce¬ 


dures  which  appear  below  are  in  the 
form  of  an  internal  directive  entitled 
“Ploodplain  Management  and  Protec¬ 
tion”.  This  directive  would  apply  to  all 
elements  of  the  Department  but  leave 
to  each  element  the  option  of  applying 
the  directive  directly  or  of  issuing  its 
own  policies  and  procedures,  consist¬ 
ent  with  the  Departmental  directive. 

Interested  persons  are  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  development  of  the  De¬ 
partment’s  policies  and  procedures  by 
submitting  such  written  comments  as 
they  wish.  Comments  received  by  the 
closing  date  above  will  be  considered; 
those  received  after  that  date  will  be 
considered  only  to  the  extent  feasible. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  June 
16, 1978. 

Martin  Convisser, 
Director,  Office  of 
Environment  and  Safety. 

Order 

DOT  5650.  FLOODPLAIN  MANAGEMENT  AND 
PROTECTION 

1.  Purpose.  This  Order  prescribes  policies 
and  procedures  for  ensuring  that  proper 
consideration  is  given  to  the  avoidance  and 
mitigation  of  adverse  floodplain  impacts  in 
agency  actions,  planning  programs,  and 
budget  requests. 

2.  Authority.  This  Order  is  issued  pursu¬ 
ant  to  the  following  statutes  and  executive 
order: 

a.  The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act 
of  1969  (NEPA)  (Pub.  L.  91-190)  establishes 
a  national  policy  to,  among  other  things, 
•••  •  •  promote  efforts  which  will  prevent  or 
eliminate  damage  to  the  environment  and 
biosphere  and  stimulate  the  health  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  man  •  •  NEPA  requires  prepara¬ 
tion  of  an  environmental  impact  statement 
(EIS)  for  any  major  Federal  action  signifi¬ 
cantly  affecting  the  quality  of  the  human 
environment.  DOT  5610.1B.  Procedures  for 
Considering  Elnvironmental  Impacts,  of  9- 
30-74,  Attachment  2,  paragraph  11,  requires 
that  information  on  flood  hazards,  if  rele¬ 
vant,  be  included  in  the  EIS. 

b.  The  National  Flood  Insurance  Act  of 
1968,  Title  XIII  of  the  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  Act  of  1968  (Pub.  L.  90-448,  8- 
1-68),  provides  previously  unavailable  flood 
insurance  protection  to  property  owners  in 
flood-prone  areas.  Section  1302(c)  of  the  Act 
stipulates  that  “the  objectives  of  a  flood  in¬ 
surance  program  should  be  integrally  relat¬ 
ed  to  a  unified  national  program  for  flood 
plain  management  •  • 

c.  Executive  Order  11988— Floodplain 
Management,  promulgated  on  5-24-77,  links 
the  need  to  protect  lives  and  property  with 
the  need  to  restore  and  preserve  natural 
and  beneficial  floodplain  values.  Federal 
agencies  are  required  to  make  a  finding  that 
there  is  no  practicable  alternative  before 
proceeding  to  conduct,  allow,  or  support  ac¬ 
tions  that  would  encroach  on  a  flc^plain 
and  directed  to  prepare  procedures  for  im¬ 
plementing  the  requirements  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Order. 

3.  Policy.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Transportation  (DOT)  (1)  to  en¬ 
courage  a  broad  and  unified  effort  to  pre¬ 
vent  uneconomic,  hazardous,  or  incompati¬ 
ble  use  and  development  of  the  Nation’s 
floodplains,  (2)  to  avoid,  where  there  is  a 
practicable  alternative,  significant  en¬ 


croachments  on  base  floodplains  by  trans¬ 
portation  actions  and  by  development  re¬ 
ceiving  direct  support  from  them,  as  well  as 
indirect  support  of  incompatible  ba.se  flood- 
plain  development,  (3)  to  minimize,  to  the 
extent  practicable,  the  adverse  impacts 
which  transportation-related  actions  may 
have  on  the  base  floodplain,  and  (4)  to  re¬ 
store  and  preserve,  to  the  extent  practica¬ 
ble,  the  function  of  natural  and  beneficial 
floodplain  values  impacted  by  transporta¬ 
tion  agency  actions.  For  critical  actions,  this 
policy  applies  to  the  SOO-year  floodplain. 

4.  Definitions,  a.  Action— the  construction 
or  reconstruction  of  a  federal  or  federally-fi¬ 
nanced,  licensed,  or  approved  transportation 
improvement,  including  any  relocation 
housing  constructed  or  moved  to  a  new  site 
for  project  displacees. 

b.  Base  Flood— that  flood  having  a  one 
percent  chance  of  being  exceeded  in  any 
given  year  (commonly  known  as  a  100-year 
flood). 

c.  Base  Floodplain— the  area  which  would 
be  inundated  by  a  base  flood.  The  SOO-year 
floodplain  should  be  substituted  for  “base 
floodplain”  as  used  in  this  Order,  where 
critical  actions  are  involved. 

d.  Critical  Action— any  action  for  which 
even  a  slight  chance  of  flooding  would  be 
unacceptable. 

e.  Encroachment— an  action  within  the 
limits  of  the  base  floodplain. 

f.  Environmental  Impact  Statement— the 
detailed  statement  mandated  by  section 
102(2X0  of  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969  (ref:  DOT  5610.1B). 

g.  Flood  or  Flooding— a  general  and  tem¬ 
porary  condition  of  partial  or  complete  in¬ 
undation  of  normally  dry  land  areas  from 
the  overflow  of  inland  and/or  tidal  waters, 
and/or  the  unusual  and  rapid  accumulation 
or  runoff  of  surface  waters  from  any  source. 

h.  Flood  of  Record— the  largest  historical 
flood  event  which  has  been  reliably  deter¬ 
mined  and  recorded. 

i.  Floodplain— the  lowland  areas  adjoining 
inland  and  coastal  waters,  including  flood- 
prone  areas  of  offshore  Islands. 

j.  Floodproofing— the  incorporation  of 
design  features  in,  or  modifications  to.  indi¬ 
vidual  structures  and  facilities,  their  sites 
and  their  contents  to  protect  against  struc¬ 
tural  failure,  to  keep  water  out,  or  to  reduce 
effects  of  water  entry,  so  that  threats  to 
human  life  and  property  are  reduced. 

k.  Minimize— to  reduce  to  the  smallest 
practicable  amount  or  degree. 

l.  Natural  and  Beneficial  Floodplain 
Values— include  but  are  not  limited  to:  natu¬ 
ral  moderation  of  floods,  water  quality 
maintenance,  groundwater  recharge,  fish, 
wildlife,  plants,  open  space,  natural  beauty, 
scientific  study,  outdoor  recreation,  agricul¬ 
ture,  aquaculture,  and  forestry. 

m.  Negative  Declaration— a  determination 
by  the  responsible  official  that  a  particular 
action  does  not  significantly  affect  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  human  environment. 

n.  Practicable— capable  of  being  done 
within  feasible  and  reasonable  natural, 
social,  and  economic  constraints. 

o.  Restore— to  establish  a  setting  or  envi¬ 
ronment  in  which  the  functions  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  beneficial  values  impacted  by  the 
transportation  agency  action  can  again  op¬ 
erate. 

p.  Risk— the  adverse  consequences  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  probability  of  flooding  during 
the  service  life  of  the  transportation  im¬ 
provement.  It  shall  include  the  risk  of  prop¬ 
erty  loss  and  the  hazard  to  life. 

q.  Significant  Encroachment— an  en¬ 
croachment  on  a  base  floodplain  by  trans- 
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portation  improvements,  appurtenances  or 
facilities  related  to  them,  and  by  any  other 
likely  development  which  is  directly  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  transportation  improvements, 
resulting  in  one  or  more  of  the  following; 

(DA  substantial  risk  to  human  life; 

(2)  Probabie  future  property  damage  that 
could  be  substantial  in  cost  or  extent; 

(3)  A  serious  adverse  impact  on  "natural 
and  beneficial  floodplain  values”,  as  defined 
in  item  1,  above.  In  some  situations,  a  trans¬ 
portation  improvement  may  represent  a 
positive  enhancement  or  negligible  use  of 
natural  and  beneficial  floodplain  values; 
and 

(4)  Potential  interruption  or  termination 
of  service  on  a  key  transportation  facility. 

r.  Support  Base  Floodplain  Develop¬ 
ment— to  encourage,  allow,  serve,  or  other¬ 
wise  facilitate  additional  development  in  a 
base  floodplain.  Direct  support,  which  re¬ 
sults  from  action  on  the  floodplain,  may 
constitute  a  significant  encroachment  (see 
item  q  above)  depending  on  the  factors  pres¬ 
ent.  Indirect  support,  which  results  from  ac¬ 
tions  out  of  the  floodplain,  falls  outside  the 
definition  of  significant  encroachment  and 
is  therefore  subject  only  to  the  require¬ 
ments  in  sections  3  and  8.a.  of  this  Order. 

5.  Application,  a.  The  provisions  of  this 
Order  apply  to  all  actions  affecting  base 
floodplains,  including  (1)  the  acquisition, 
management,  and  disposition  of  depart¬ 
mental  lands  and  facilities;  and  (2)  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  construction  and  improvements. 

b.  The  provisions  of  this  Order  do  not 
apply  to  or  alter  decisions,  approvals,  or  au¬ 
thorizations  which  were  given  by  the  De¬ 
partment  or  its  elements  pursuant  to  direc¬ 
tives  in  effect  before  the  effective  date  of 
this  Order,  nor  do  they  apply  to  transporta¬ 
tion  projects  where: 

(1)  the  final  EIS  is  filed  with  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency  within  12  months 
after  the  effective  date  of  this  Order, '  or  all 
required  public  hearings  have  been  held  and 
a  negative  declaration  has  been  filed,  within 
120  days  after  the  effective  date  of  this 
Order; 

(2)  the  only  step  being  taken  in  the  flood- 
plain  is  the  relocation  of  persons  into  exist¬ 
ing  housing  units,  except  that  potential  oc¬ 
cupants  shall  be  advised  if  the  relocation 
housing  is  located  in  a  base  floodplain  and 
be  offered  alternative  housing  at  their 
option;  and 

(3)  the  action  does  not  constitute  a  signifi¬ 
cant  floodplain  encroachment,  as  defined  in 
paragraph  4,  above. 

c.  “Nonmajor  actions”,  as  defined  by  Fed¬ 
eral-Aid  Highway  Program  Manual,  Volume 
7,  Chapter  7,  Section  2,  Commandant  In¬ 
struction  16475.1  series,  and  "expected  ac¬ 
tions”.  as  defined  by  FAA  1050.1B,  are 
exempt  from  the  requirements,  of  this 
Order,  except  as  may  be  specified  otherwise 
in  any  Federal  Highway  Administration, 
U.S.  Coast  Guard,  or  Federai  Aviation  Ad¬ 
ministration  directives  on  floodplain  man¬ 
agement. 

6.  Floodplain  identification,  a.  Base  flood- 
plain  limits  shall  be  determined  and  en¬ 
croachments  delimited  as  appropriate  for 
proposed  actions  and  reasonable  alterna¬ 
tives.  from  the  following  sources: 

(1)  Federal  Insurance  Administration 
(FIA)  maps  shall  be  used  as  the  primary  ref- 

•DOT  elements  shall  follow  a  rule  of 
reason  in  determining  how  much  floodplain 
Information  needs  to  be  incorporated  in 
draft  EISs  circulated  during  this  12-month 
period. 


erence  for  establishing  base  floodplain 
limits  (obtain  maps  from  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
sources  listed  in  43  FR  6050). 

(a)  A  Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map  (FIRM) 
or  Flood  Insurance  Study  Report  (FIS) 
shall  be  consulted  first. 

(b)  If  a  FIRM  or  FIS  is  not  available,  a 
Flood  Hazard  Boundary  Map  (FHBM)  may 
be  available  from  the  same  sources.  These 
approximate  maps  shall  be  used  to  deter¬ 
mine  if  the  alternatives  under  consideration 
are  clearly  out  of  the  floodplain.  If  one  or 
more  of  the  alternatives  is  near  or  inside  the 
indicated  base  floodplain  boundary,  more 
detailed  information  shall  be  developed  or 
obtained. 

b.  If  a  FIRM,  FHBM,  or  floodplain  delin¬ 
eation  from  other  agency  sources  as  listed  in 
43  FR  6049-51  are  not  available,  or  if  the 
site  is  near  or  inside  the  FHBM  boundaries, 
base  floodplain  limits  shall  be  established 
for  all  alternatives  being  considered. 

(1)  For  high  risk  locations,  important 
transportation  facilities  or  appurtenances 
related  to  them,  or  important  floodplains, 
the  base  floodplain  shall  be  established 
using  procedures  compatible  with  those  re¬ 
quired  of  flood  insurance  study  contractors 
for  FIA  (see  43  FR  6050  for  sources  or  infor¬ 
mation  on  such  procedures). 

(2)  For  low  risk  or  less  important  situa¬ 
tions,  the  base  floodplain  can  be  established 
by  less  rigorous  methods. 

7.  Public  involvement  Where  one  or  more 
alternatives  for  accomplishing  an  action  are 
proposed  in  the  base  floodplain,  opportuni¬ 
ty  shail  be  provided  for  early  public  review 
and  comment.  The  following  steps  should  be 
made  a  part  of  any  review  procedures,  in¬ 
cluding  the  EIS  review  process,  that  have 
been  established. 

a.  If  one  or  more  alternatives  under  con¬ 
sideration  includes  significant  encroach¬ 
ments,  public  notices,  public  hearing  no¬ 
tices,  and  notices  offering  an  opportunity 
for  a  hearing  shall  make  reference  to  that 
fact. 

b.  If  one  or  more  alternatives  includes  sig¬ 
nificant  encroachments,  the  notice  of  avail¬ 
ability  for  negative  deciarations  shall  also 
contain  information  to  that  effect. 

c.  Public  hearing  presentations  shall  in¬ 
clude  identification  of  significant  encroach¬ 
ments. 

8.  Environmental  review  process.  When¬ 
ever  appropriate,  the  procedures  established 
in  DOT  5610.1B,  Procedures  for  Considering 
Environmental  Impacts,  of  9-30-74,  shall  be 
the  vehicle  through  which  implementation 
of  this  policy  is  documented. 

a.  Draft  environmental  review  documents 
(draft  EIS  and  any  preliminary  versions  of 
negative  declarations)  shall  cover  the  items 
below  for  all  alternatives  involving  signifi¬ 
cant  encroachments: 

(1)  Any  risk  associated  with  the  transpor¬ 
tation  action; 

(2)  The  impacts  on  natural  and  beneficial 
floodplain  values;  and 

(3)  The  degree  to  which  the  action  sup¬ 
ports  incompatible  development  in  the  base 
floodplain. 

b.  Draft  environmental  review  documents 
should  also  include  sufficient  discussion  re¬ 
lated  to  paragraph  9  below  to  permit  an  ini¬ 
tial  review  of  alternatives  to  possible  flood- 
plain  encroachments  for  their  “practicabil¬ 
ity”  and  of  the  adequacy  of  the  methods 
proposed  to  minimize  and  harm  associated 
with  the  actions,  and  where  practicable,  to 
restore  and  preserve  the  function  of  the 
natural  and  beneficial  floodplain  values  im¬ 
pacted  by  the  action. 


c.  Final  environmental  review  documents 
(final  EISs  and  final  versions  of  negative 
declarations)  shall  also  include  the  finding 
required  by  paragraph  9. 

9.  Only  practicable  alternative,  a.  Where 
it  is  proposed  to  conduct,  support,  or  allow 
an  action  involving  a  significant  encroach¬ 
ment,  the  final  EIS  or  final  version  of  the 
negative  declaration  shall  reflect  considera¬ 
tion  of  alternatives  to  avoid  such  encroach¬ 
ment.  or  to  reduce  its  adverse  base  flood- 
plain  impacts.  The  responsible  official  shall 
prepare  a  written  finding  as  part  of  the  ap¬ 
propriate  final  review  document,  when  the 
preferred  alternative  involves  a  significant 
encroachment.  The  finding  shall  include; 

(1)  A  description  of  why  the  proposed 
action  must  be  located  in  the  floodplain,  in¬ 
cluding  the  alternatives  considered  and  why 
they  were  not  practicable. 

(2)  A  statement  indicating  whether  the 
action  conforms  to  applicable  State  or  local 
floodplain  protection  standards. 

b.  The  above  written  finding  shall  be  pro¬ 
vided  to  A-95  agencies  and  other  interested 
parties. 

c.  A  determination  that  a  given  action  out¬ 
side  of  a  floodplain  is  or  is  not  practicable 
requires  a  careful  balancing  and  application 
of  individual  judgment.  While  such  balanc¬ 
ing  should  include  the  full  range  of  environ¬ 
mental  and  social  considerations,  in  addition 
to  normal  engineering  and  budgeting  fac¬ 
tors,  special  weight  should  be  given  to  flood- 
plain  management  concerns. 

10.  Program  directives,  a.  DOT  elements, 
which  have  programs  potentially  affecting 
base  floodplains,  shall  include  adequate  pro¬ 
vision  consistent  with  this  Order  for  the 
evaluation  and  consideration  of  flood  haz¬ 
ards  and  measures  to  avoid  or  minimize 
floodplain  impacts.  As  appropriate,  modifi¬ 
cations  shall  be  made  to  regulations  and  op¬ 
erating  procedures  for  licenses,  permits,  and 
loan  or  grant-in-aid  programs  to  accomplish 
this  purpose.  These  changes  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  within  120  days  after  the  effective 
date  of  this  Order. 

b.  Each  DOT  element  shall  have  the 
option  of  applying  this  Order  directly  to  its 
programs  and  activities  or  of  issuing  its  own 
floodplain  regulations  or  procedures. 

c.  Whether  employing  their  own  proce¬ 
dures  or  this  Order.  DOT  elements  may  de¬ 
velop  categories  of  projects  that  are  consid¬ 
ered  not  to  cause  a  significant  encroach¬ 
ment  regardless  of  extent  or  location  and 
which  therefore  require  none  of  the  proce¬ 
dures  of  this  Order. 

d.  DOT  elements  may  elect  to  develop 
project-related  engineering  design  standards 
reflecting  flood  hazard  and  floodplain  con¬ 
siderations,  for  their  individual  programs. 

11.  Budget  requests.  Any  requests  for  new 
authorizations  or  appropriations  transmit¬ 
ted  to  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  shall  indicate,  if  a  specific  proposal 
will  involve  significant  encroachment  upon 
a  floodplain,  whether  the  proposed  action  is 
in  accord  with  Executive  Order  11988. 

12.  Federal  real  property  and  facilities. 
Departmental  elements  with  responsibilities 
for  Federal  real  property  and  facilities  shall 
take  the  following  measures: 

a.  The  construction  of  wailed  or  roofed 
buildings  shall  be  consistent  with  the  intent 
of  the  standards  and  criteria  promulgated 
under  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Pro¬ 
gram,  and  shall  deviate  only  to  the  extent 
that  the  standards  of  the  Flood  Insurance 
Program  are  demonstrably  inappropriate 
for  the  given  case. 

b.  If,  after  compliance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  Order,  new  or  rehabilitated 
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buildings  are  to  be  located  in  a  floodplain, 
accepted  floodproofing  and  other  flood  pro¬ 
tection  measures  shall  be  applied.  To 
achieve  flood  protection.  DOT  elements 
shall  elevate  the  buildings  above  the  base 
flood  level,  wherever  practicable,  rather 
than  filling  in  land. 

c.  If  property  used  by  the  general  public 
has  suffered  flood  damage  or  is  located  in 
an  identified  flood  hazard  area,  the  respon¬ 
sible  DOT  element  shall  provide  on  build¬ 
ings  or  other  places,  where  appropriate,  con¬ 
spicuous  delineation  of  the  level  of  the  base 
flood,  flood  of  record  (if  larger),  and  the 
500-year  flood  where  warranted  in  order  to 
enhance  public  awareness  of  and  knowledge 
about  flood  hazards. 

d.  When  property  in  floodplains  is  pro¬ 
posed  for  lease,  easement,  right-of-way.  or 


disposal  to  nonfederal  public  or  private  par¬ 
ties.  the  responsible  DOT  element  shall  in¬ 
dicate  if  a  flood  hazard  exists  and  (1)  identi¬ 
fy  in  the  conveyance  those  uses  that  are  re¬ 
stricted  under  Federal,  State,  or  local  flood- 
plain  regulations:  and  (2)  attach  other  re¬ 
strictions  consistent  with  this  Order  to  the 
uses  of  properties  by  the  grantee  or  pur¬ 
chaser  and  any  successors,  except  as  prohib¬ 
ited  by  law;  or  (3)  withhold  such  properties 
from  conveyance. 

13.  Responsibilities. 

a.  The  Assistant  Secretary  for  Policy  and 
International  Affairs  shall  oversee  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  policy  set  forth  in  para¬ 
graph  3,  review  and  concur  in  procedures  of 
the  operating  administrations,  and  recom¬ 
mend  any  modifications  of  procedures  that 
may  be  appropriate.  The  Assistant  Secre¬ 


tary  shall  consult  periodically  with  the 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality,  the 
Water  Resource  Council,  and  FIA  to  evalu¬ 
ate  the  Department’s  implementation  of 
these  policies  and  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  preparation  of  any  required  reports  on 
floodplain  management. 

b.  'The  Assistant  Secretary  for  Administra¬ 
tion  and  Heads  of  Operating  Administra¬ 
tions  shall  assure  that  the  requirements  of 
this  Order  are  met  and  that  appropriate 
steps  are  taken  to  implement  it. 

14.  Emergency  provisions.  Nothing  in  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  11988  and  this  Order  shall 
apply  to  assistance  or  funds  provided  for 
emergency  repairs  essential  to  save  lives  and 
to  protect  property  and  public  health  and 
safety. 

[FR  Doc.  78-17282  Filed  6-21-78;  8:45  am] 
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